ACT  I                               SHEPPSY                                  ZO}

SHEPPEY: Twenty-three years, sir, and if I may quote the

words of our national bard it don't seem a day too much.
BOLTON: [SmUmg.] Well, if this is the first time your wife

has ever rung you up in working hours I don't think it

would hurt you to see what she wants.
SHEPPEY: When you've been at the job as long as I ?ave, sir5

you'll know there's one thing you must never do in

married life, and that's create a precedent,
Miss GRANGE: The way you talk, Sheppey. A nicer woman

than Mrs, Miller I never did know.
BOLTON: Who's Mrs. Miller?

SHEPPEY: That's my old lady. My name's Miller really.
BOLTON: Is it? I never knew that.

SHEPPEY: They call me Sheppey because I was born there.
Isle of Sheppey. Kent, you know. They kid me because
they say I've got Sheppey on the brain.

Miss GRANGE: To hear Mm talk you'd think there was no

place like it.
SHEPPEY: No more there is.   I always go there for me

'olidays and when I retire Frn going to settle down there.

Miss GRANGE: I went there one bank holiday. I didn't
think so much of it.

SHEPPEY: The garden of England, that's what it is. I know
the very ?ouse I'm going to buy when my ship comes
home. Two acres of land. View of the sea. just tlbe
pkce for me and my old woman.

[BRADLEY comes in followed by ALBERT and the jQtmg
lady who acts as cashier., Miss JAMES by name.

BRADLEY: Put that razor down, Sheppey.

SHEPPEY: Why9 what's the trouble?

BRADLEY: You've won a prise in the Sweep.

SHEPPEY: Is that all? That's no reason to leave a job
unfinished.